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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 July 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 
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7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) |EI Claim(s) 1-19 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Introduction 

1 . This action is in responses the application 10/586,905 filed on 07-24-2006. 
Claims 1-19 are pending. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 
I. Claims 1-7, 16 and 18, drawn to an audio encoder comprising: 

a downmix unit operable to downmix a multi-channel signal exceeding two 
channels to a two-channel stereo signal; a first coding unit operable to generate a first 
coded signal by coding the downmixed stereo signal; a second coding unit operable to 
generate a second coded signal by coding information for restoring the downmixed 
stereo signal to a multi-channel signal; a code size calculating unit operable to calculate 
a code size of the second coded signal; and a multiplexing unit operable to multiplex the 
first coded signal, the second coded signal and a signal representing the calculated 
code size; classified in class 381 , subclass 23. 

II. Claims 9-15, 17 and 19, drawn to an audio decoder which decodes a coded 

signal, said decoder comprising: 

an obtaining unit operable to obtain coded signals including a) a first coded signal 
obtained by coding a two-channel stereo signal downmixed from a multi-channel 
signal exceeding two channels, b) a second coded signal obtained by coding 
information for generating a multi-channel signal from the stereo signal, and c) a 
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signal representing a code size of the second coded signal; and a decoding unit 
operable to decode the obtained coded signals, the code size immediately after an 
indicator to identify the start of the second coded signal; classified in class 381 , 
subclass 22. 

3. Different inventions I and II are related as subcombinations. The subcombinations 
are distinct if they do not overlap in scope and are not obvious variants, and if it is 
shown that at least one subcombination is separately usable. In the instant case, 
subcombination Group I has utility as an audio signal encoder ; subcombination group II 
has separate utility such as an audio signal decoder for using in anywhere. See MPEP 
§ 806.05(d). 

4. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given above 
and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different classification, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 

Conclusion 

6. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (explanation, e.g., Amendment or After-final, etc.) 
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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lao,Lun-See whose telephone number is (571) 272-7501 The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin, can be reached on (571) 272-7848. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

Lao,Lun-See 

/LUN-SEE LAO/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2615 

Patent Examiner 

US Patent and Trademark Office 

Knox 

571-272-7501 

Date 09-26-2008 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2615 



